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This study analyzes methods for instilling religious moderation 

values in public elementary schools to foster tolerance from an 

early age. Education can introduce students to values of 

diversity and inclusivity at a young age, as elementary schools 

serve as a strategic platform to cultivate an understanding of 

differences. Using a literature review method, data was 

collected from various relevant sources, including scholarly 

articles, books, and related documents discussing religious 

moderation education and tolerance attitudes. Data collection 

was conducted through literature searches in scientific 

databases and other credible sources using specific keywords to 

ensure the relevance of the gathered material. The data was then 

analyzed descriptively using a thematic analysis approach to 

identify key themes, such as the integration of religious 

moderation values into the elementary school curriculum, the 

role of teachers in guiding students to understand moderate 

values, the use of extracurricular activities to reinforce tolerance 

practices, and the creation of an inclusive and diversity-

supporting school environment. The study's findings indicate 

that collaboration among schools, teachers, and parents plays a 

crucial role in shaping attitudes of tolerance and inclusivity 

through religious moderation education in elementary schools. 

The study concludes that instilling religious moderation values 

at the elementary level is a practical approach to fostering a 

more peaceful and harmonious society in the future. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Indonesia is a country rich in diverse cultures nurtured and preserved by its people. The country 

is home to over 740 ethnic groups and 583 languages and dialects derived from 67 parent languages 

spoken by various communities. In addition, Indonesians practice a wide range of religions, including 

Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, and various local beliefs that 

are integral to the region's cultural heritage (Nurdin, 2021). Cultural diversity (multiculturalism) is a 

natural phenomenon arising from different cultures' interactions. It involves the exchange between 

individuals and groups who bring their own cultural behaviors, lifestyles, and unique traditions. This 

diversity encompasses differences in culture, family background, religion, and ethnicity, which all 

interact within the fabric of Indonesian society.(Rahmawati and Hariyati 2024) 

Religious and belief diversity has long been an integral part of Indonesian society. Amidst this 

diversity, Islam is the majority religion most of the population embraced. Islam, both objectively and 

subjectively, is a religion that aligns with human values, upholds human rights, and respects 

differences in gender, ethnicity, religion, and beliefs. The teachings of Islam are also rational and in 

harmony with the development of modern science. As Muslims in Indonesia, the community is 

important in creating a harmonious and respectful interfaith life. In this regard, Indonesian Muslims 

are responsible for applying religious moderation values in their daily lives. (Anwar 2023) 

Religious moderation should be taught to all Indonesian citizens, as it is more than compromising 

or taking a middle ground between various beliefs. Religious moderation is an approach that teaches 

universal values such as tolerance, mutual respect, and inclusivity. Education based on religious 

moderation aims to shape the character of the nation's children, enabling them to communicate wisely, 

accept differences with an open heart, and collaborate harmoniously without disregarding their own 

religious identities. (Maula 2023) 

Therefore, education in Indonesia is crucial in shaping children's character as the nation's future 

generation. However, at times, tolerance and respect for religious differences should be emphasized 

more in the educational curriculum. This can lead to prejudice and misunderstandings toward other 

religions, harming social harmony.(Tobe, Tafuli, and Topayung 2024) Thus, it is important to 

strengthen the role of education in fostering social harmony by incorporating a religious moderation 

approach into the learning process. A moderate or balanced attitude in practicing religion is essential 

for society to live harmoniously. Children need to be taught from an early age to appreciate differences. 

Hence, they grow up tolerant, open-minded individuals who can live peacefully with others who may 

have differing views. Religious moderation education is an effort to teach a non-extremist approach to 

religion that can accept diversity. (Harmi 2022)(Ananda, Puspita, and Lidia 2024) 

In today's era, the advancement of information technology has made children more quickly 

exposed to various views and ideologies worldwide. This progress has two sides: on the one hand, 

children can learn many new things, but on the other hand, they can also be influenced by views or 

attitudes that do not respect differences. Therefore, at the elementary school age, children should be 

introduced to the values of religious moderation so that extreme views or intolerant attitudes do not 

easily sway them. This is especially important since elementary school is a critical stage for character 

formation. (Tantowi 2022) The values they learn at this age will significantly impact their perspective 

and attitude in the future 

However, religious moderation education at the elementary school level still needs to be fully 

integrated. The focus of religious education in elementary schools often leans more toward normative 

and ritualistic aspects rather than on values of moderation, such as tolerance, respect for differences, 

and acceptance of diversity. Some previous studies, such as the one conducted by Arifin and Huda 

titled "Moderasi Beragama Sebagai Pendekatan Dalam Pendidikan Islam Indonesia," have highlighted this 

issue.(Arifin and Huda 2024) It is stated that religious moderation education is more commonly applied 

at the secondary and higher education levels, where students are considered more capable of 

understanding the concept of diversity in a complex manner. In their study, religious moderation 

education for adolescents effectively reduced intolerant attitudes and enhanced cross-cultural 
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understanding. However, their research did not explore much about the application of religious 

moderation in elementary schools, which is a crucial stage for building a strong character foundation. 

Another study by Salim titled "Moderasi Beragama: Implementasi Dalam Pendidikan, Agama Dan Budaya 

Lokal” also touches upon this issue. (Salim et al. 2023) They emphasize the importance of an inclusive 

educational environment in shaping students' tolerance and respect for differences. They found that 

integrating the values of moderation into the curriculum and extracurricular activities positively 

impacted students' attitudes. However, their research focused more on implementing religious 

moderation in multicultural school environments without providing specific attention to concrete 

methods that can be applied in elementary schools. This highlights a gap in the research, where 

comprehensive practical guidelines for teaching religious moderation to elementary school students 

still need to be improved. 

The gap in this research highlights the need to explore further ways to integrate religious 

moderation in elementary schools. Currently, there are few comprehensive guides on the best ways to 

teach religious moderation to students at the elementary level. Many schools may have good intentions 

but need more practical guidelines to apply in daily activities. Furthermore, as key educational figures, 

teachers need to play an active role as role models in teaching tolerant attitudes. Support from 

extracurricular activities that involve students from diverse backgrounds can also strengthen their 

understanding of the importance of living together in diversity. 

This research aims to fill that gap by offering practical guidelines and steps that can be applied in 

elementary schools. The novelty of this study lies in its approach, which not only identifies the main 

concepts but also provides a more structured methodology. This research proposes methods that 

include integrating religious moderation values into the elementary school curriculum, the role of 

teachers as role models, extracurricular activities that encourage cooperation, and creating a school 

environment that supports diversity. With this approach, the research is expected to offer tangible 

benefits for elementary schools in shaping children's character to be more open and tolerant. 

Therefore, this research aims to analyze and formulate effective methods for instilling the values 

of religious moderation in public elementary schools. Through this guide, this research is expected to 

make a meaningful contribution, not only to fill the knowledge gap in this field but also to assist 

educators and policymakers in building a harmonious and peaceful society in the future. 

2. METHOD 

This study uses a literature review design that collects and analyzes data from various written 

sources such as scholarly articles, books, research reports, and other related documents. The data in 

this research consists of information from literature discussing the application of religious moderation 

values in public elementary schools. The primary data sources are from journal articles, textbooks, and 

academic publications relevant to the research topic. (Zed 2008) 

Data collection techniques were done through a systematic literature search across various 

scholarly databases such as Google Scholar and ScienceDirect, using appropriate keywords to ensure 

relevant and up-to-date results. To develop the instruments, the researcher applied literature selection 

criteria that included timeliness, quality, and relevance to the research topic, ensuring that only the 

most pertinent literature was analyzed further. The collected data was then analyzed using thematic 

analysis techniques, which focused on identifying key themes, similarities, and differences in the 

findings related to religious moderation values. This process provides a comprehensive and in-depth 

understanding of the application of these values in elementary education. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

Religious Moderation Values in the Elementary School Curriculum 

Religious moderation is an attitude that avoids extremism, respects diversity, and allows 

individuals to live peacefully alongside various beliefs. In elementary education, this theory is an 

important foundation for instilling inclusive values that support tolerant attitudes toward religious and 
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cultural differences among children. This attitude is crucial in shaping students' character to be open-

minded and respectful of differences in their social environment. (Sihotang 2024)  

The values of religious moderation are an essential aspect that can be applied in the elementary 

school curriculum to foster inclusive and tolerant attitudes in children from an early age. (Salima 2024) 

The goal of religious moderation education at the elementary level is for students to understand and 

practice religious teachings in a balanced way, avoid extremist attitudes, and learn to accept and respect 

differences. Within the curriculum, religious moderation can be integrated through subjects such as 

Religious Education, Pancasila Education, and Citizenship Education, as well as extracurricular 

activities that promote diversity.(Adji, Asri, and Prasasti 2023) 

In Religious Education, the values of religious moderation can be introduced through an 

understanding of society's religious and cultural diversity. Students are taught to understand the basic 

teachings of their religion without judging or imposing their beliefs on others. Through activities such 

as discussions, storytelling, and reflection, students can be introduced to the concepts of mutual respect 

and acceptance of diversity as part of community life. (Musfah 2021) 

In Pancasila Education and Citizenship Education, religious moderation can be taught through an 

understanding of the values of Pancasila, especially the first and third principles, which emphasize the 

importance of divinity and unity in diversity. Teachers can guide students to respect the right to 

worship according to their beliefs and foster unity without discriminating against different religious 

backgrounds. This can be implemented through simple democratic simulations or group discussions 

prioritizing inclusive attitudes and respect. (Ramadhan 2023) 

In addition to the core curriculum, religious moderation can be integrated into extracurricular 

activities supporting inclusivity, such as discussion groups, interfaith events, or community service 

programs.(Huda and Adlina 2021) These activities introduce students to diversity and provide them 

with opportunities to interact and collaborate with peers from different backgrounds. In this way, 

students learn the importance of mutual respect and working together despite differences. 

Applying religious moderation values in the elementary school curriculum requires support and 

understanding from teachers. Teachers play a role as facilitators who teach theory and provide concrete 

examples in daily school life. Teachers can help students build a moderate and open mindset through 

a friendly approach and open communication, which will later become an essential foundation for their 

life in society. (Kamal 2023) 

Here are the values of religious moderation that can be integrated into the elementary school 

curriculum: 

a. Tolerance 

Tolerance is the attitude of valuing and respecting differences in terms of religion, ethnicity, or 

culture. Religious Education and Citizenship Education can teach this value in elementary schools. 

Students are encouraged to recognize the diversity around them and learn to accept differences as 

something positive. Activities such as discussions about various religious traditions, cultural practices, 

and holidays help students understand and respect differences. These discussions foster an 

environment where students learn about the diversity in their community and develop a sense of 

appreciation for the unique aspects of other people's beliefs and customs. (Sipuan et al. 2022) 

 

b. Balance 

Balance in religion teaches students to understand religious teachings moderately, avoiding 

extremes and excess. This value can be introduced through the curriculum emphasizing the importance 

of aligning personal beliefs with respect for others. (Sihotang 2024) For example, students can be 

encouraged to understand that in practicing their religious rituals, they must also respect the rights of 

others. This helps them learn that religious devotion should not come at the expense of others' freedoms 

or well-being, fostering a balanced and respectful approach to both faith and social harmony. 
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c. Justice 

The value of justice emphasizes the importance of treating everyone fairly without discrimination, 

including in religious matters. Teachers can provide examples of justice in everyday life and how this 

value relates to respecting others' religious rights. In classroom activities, students can learn to share 

responsibilities equitably and appreciate differing opinions. For instance, group work can allow 

students to practice fairness in distributing tasks. At the same time, discussions can help them 

understand that different viewpoints, including religious beliefs, should be respected and treated 

equally. This teaches students the foundational principle of justice in creating a fair and harmonious 

society. (Lubis 2019) 

 

d. Unity 

Religious moderation also teaches the importance of unity in diversity. Students are encouraged 

to feel part of a larger community while respecting their identities. In elementary schools, unity can be 

introduced through cooperative group activities, team games, or social events that involve all students. 

These activities provide opportunities for students to work together, fostering a sense of shared 

purpose and teaching them to appreciate the value of togetherness amidst diversity. By engaging in 

such collaborative efforts, students learn that unity does not require uniformity but rather the 

acceptance and celebration of differences. (Suharto 2021) 

 

e. Respect for the rights of others 

Respecting the religious rights of others is a key aspect of religious moderation. This value can be 

instilled by teaching students not to impose their views or beliefs on others and to provide space for 

others to practice their religion according to their convictions. Through open dialogue, teachers can 

guide students to understand that everyone has the right to their beliefs. This encourages empathy and 

promotes a respectful environment where students learn to coexist peacefully despite differences in 

faith, recognizing that respecting others' religious freedoms is fundamental to living in a diverse 

society. (Irmi 2024) 

 

f. Openness 

Openness teaches students to listen to and understand different perspectives. In the curriculum, 

openness can be taught through class discussions, where students are encouraged to listen to their 

classmates' opinions, even if they differ. This openness helps them learn that differing views or 

understandings are natural and enrich their knowledge. By engaging in such discussions, students 

develop critical thinking skills and the ability to approach disagreements with respect and curiosity. 

This fosters an environment where diversity of thought is appreciated and valued. (Ixfina 2024) 

 

g. Wisdom 

Wisdom in religion teaches students to approach differences with patience, self-control, and 

empathy. This value can be introduced through stories or wise teachings from religious traditions 

emphasizing patience, self-discipline, and understanding. Teachers can invite students to reflect on the 

importance of wise behavior when facing various situations, encouraging them to consider responding 

thoughtfully and respectfully to differences in belief, opinion, or culture. By discussing these examples, 

students can learn that wisdom involves understanding others' perspectives and managing their 

emotions and reactions in a way that fosters harmony and mutual respect.(Huriani, Zulaiha, and 

Dilawati 2022) 

Integrating the values of religious moderation into the elementary school curriculum aims to shape 

a generation that understands and practices religion peacefully and inclusively. As a result, students 

are expected to have a strong foundation of intolerance, justice, and respect for diversity, which are 

essential in social life.(Al Hadiq et al. 2023) By embedding the values of religious moderation into the 

elementary school curriculum, several key outcomes are expected, including an improvement in 
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tolerance, inclusivity, and mutual respect among students from an early age. Students will develop a 

deeper understanding of the importance of diversity and learn to accept differences as a natural part of 

life. (Ningtias 2024) They will also be expected to enhance their social skills, including empathy and 

effective communication, which will strengthen relationships among individuals within the school 

community. 

 

The Role of Elementary Schools in Instilling Religious Moderation Values 

Tolerance and religious moderation are crucial in maintaining harmony in a pluralistic society, 

especially in a diverse country like Indonesia. Tolerance can be understood as respecting and accepting 

differences in beliefs, cultures, and traditions between individuals or groups. It includes living 

peacefully with others, even with different beliefs or values.(Darmiyati Zuchdi 2023) On the other hand, 

religious moderation is an approach that promotes a moderate, balanced, and non-extreme religious 

attitude. Religious moderation avoids fanaticism and radicalism, thus fostering a more inclusive and 

adaptive understanding of religion in the face of diversity.(Arikarani et al. 2024) 

Elementary school is the first place children interact with peers from diverse social, cultural, and 

religious backgrounds. Therefore, tolerance and moderation are essential for helping students 

understand and accept differences from an early age. This aligns with Indonesia's educational 

principles, which aim to produce an intelligent generation with strong character and a national 

perspective. Furthermore, as a country that firmly upholds the values of Pancasila, instilling tolerant 

and moderate attitudes in children from an early age supports the national vision of fostering unity in 

diversity.(Halizah et al. 2024) 

Instilling values of tolerance and religious moderation from a young age has long-term benefits 

for children's character development. At an early age, children are more receptive to new habits and 

understandings that will shape their behavior in the future. (Pertiwi 2023) By habituating children to 

be open-minded and accepting of differences, they will grow into individuals who respect others, can 

cooperate in diversity, and are less likely to develop intolerant or radical attitudes. Early education on 

tolerance and religious moderation also significantly prevents interfaith conflicts, fosters a peaceful 

society, and builds a strong nation amid diversity.(Silvia, Harmi, and Putra 2024) 

One significant impact of religious moderation education is developing students' balanced 

character in understanding religious teachings, helping them avoid extremist or intolerant attitudes. 

Students will become wiser in addressing differences and are more likely to respect others' rights to 

worship and express themselves. This benefits the individual and creates a harmonious and peaceful 

school environment where students feel safe expressing themselves without fear of discrimination or 

prejudice. (Sari 2023) 

After implementing the values of religious moderation, significant changes in students' attitudes 

are expected. The results of integrated learning, open dialogue, and cooperative activities will manifest 

in increased student tolerance (Munif et al., 2022). They will be better able to appreciate their peers' 

religious and cultural differences and show empathy for their experiences and beliefs. This mutual 

respect will create a more positive atmosphere in the classroom and the broader school environment. 

 

Strategies for Implementing Tolerance and Religious Moderation Values in Elementary Schools 

a. Effective Teaching Methods for Teaching Tolerance and Moderation 

To instill the values of tolerance and religious moderation effectively, teaching methods must be 

interactive and easily understood by students. One approach that can be used is the narrative approach, 

where teachers use stories or fables that carry messages of tolerance and moderation. Stories can 

illustrate societal differences and how the characters in the story resolve conflicts through mutual 

respect and cooperation. Group discussions also teach students to accept differences and listen to other 

perspectives. Students can speak and share their views on diversity-related topics in these discussions. 

Role-playing is another method that can be applied to help students understand other people's feelings, 

enhance empathy, and encourage understanding of differing viewpoints. Through role-playing, 
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students can directly experience how someone feels when mistreated or when confronted with 

differences. Additionally, project-based learning that involves students from diverse backgrounds can 

strengthen their understanding of the importance of cooperation and acceptance of diversity. For 

example, a project that requires students to work together in heterogeneous groups to solve a particular 

task or problem will encourage them to value the differences in how they interact and work 

together.(Hajar and Syarifah 2024) 

 

b. Using a Curriculum and Lesson Materials That Support Tolerance Values 

A curriculum that supports teaching tolerance and religious moderation values is key to learning 

in elementary schools. Designing lesson materials that include topics such as cultural, religious, and 

linguistic diversity in Indonesia can help students recognize and appreciate the differences around 

them. Citizenship education, for instance, can focus on understanding the values of Pancasila as a 

foundation for living together in a diverse society. (Lubis 2023) 

Religious education materials can also be designed with an inclusive approach, emphasizing the 

common values shared across religions, such as love, helping others, and justice. Teachers can teach 

students that despite religious differences, many shared teachings focus on humanitarian values and 

peace. By teaching these universal values, students can understand that religious diversity is not 

something to be contested but rather something that complements one another. (Ramadhan 2023) This 

value-based material teaches students that religious diversity should be celebrated, not feared. 

 

c. Extracurricular Activities or Daily Activities that Reinforce Children's Understanding of 

Religious Moderation 

Extracurricular activities such as cross-cultural discussions or social service clubs can reinforce 

students' understanding of tolerance and moderation values. These activities allow students to interact 

with peers from different backgrounds, foster empathy, and practice cooperation despite differences. 

Through extracurriculars, students can become more open to diversity and learn to appreciate the 

differences in their community.(Juwan, Maharani, and Siswadi 2024) 

 

Additionally, daily activities that are simple yet meaningful, such as joint prayers or inclusive 

celebrations of religious holidays, can create spaces for students to experience and apply moderation 

values in their daily lives. These activities can be conducted in a way that does not pressure students 

to participate in specific religious practices but still respects every belief. For instance, celebrating 

religious holidays can involve inviting students to share stories or experiences about their religious 

celebrations, helping everyone learn to appreciate rituals from different faiths. Through daily activities 

that promote respect for differences, students can learn to appreciate diversity and practice moderation 

in their lives. (Juwan et al. 2024) Thus, schools teach academic knowledge and shape students' 

character, enabling them to live harmoniously in a pluralistic society. 

 

Impact and Benefits of Instilling Tolerance Values in Elementary School Students 

a. Long-Term Impact of Early Tolerance Education 

In the long term, religious moderation education can shape a generation with high tolerance levels 

and open-mindedness. This generation will become the foundation for creating a harmonious society 

where diversity is appreciated and viewed as a strength. (Daulay 2024) Another positive impact is the 

reduction of potential conflicts based on religious or cultural differences in the future, as children learn 

values such as diversity, wisdom, and inclusiveness from an early age. 

Moreover, effective collaboration between teachers, parents, and the community in supporting 

religious moderation education is expected to strengthen society's commitment to nurturing a 

moderate, tolerant, and peaceful generation.(Mukhibat, Istiqomah, and Hidayah 2023)  

Instilling tolerance values from an early age has positive effects both in the short term and the long 

term. In the short term, students who learn tolerance in elementary school tend to exhibit empathy, 
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mutual respect, and the ability to interact harmoniously with their peers. They are more open to 

accepting differences in culture, religion, and social background, which minimizes conflicts among 

individuals in the school environment. (Sakti, Adha, and Siswanto 2023) 

 

b. The Influence of Tolerant Attitudes on Students' Social and Academic Development 

Better relationships among students reduce the likelihood of conflict and enhance the learning 

environment. Students from diverse backgrounds will collaborate in various activities, both academic 

and non-academic. Schools prioritizing mutual respect will reduce conflicts, harassment, or 

discrimination, allowing students to learn from each other. (Istianah, Maftuh, and Malihah 2023) A 

harmonious learning environment supports the development of students' character and mental well-

being, helping them feel more comfortable and secure in their interactions.  

Tolerant attitudes affect not only students' social aspects but also their academic development. 

Socially tolerant children find it easier to socialize, cooperate, and be accepted by their peers, ultimately 

strengthening their social skills and communication abilities. This can increase their self-confidence and 

sense of security in the school environment, which is crucial for their emotional development. 

Academically, students with an open attitude toward different ideas and perspectives tend to be more 

creative and critical in their thinking. They are better at problem-solving and collaborating on group 

tasks, which can enhance their academic performance.(Pongpalilu et al. 2023) With a tolerant attitude, 

students are also more receptive to feedback and criticism, allowing them to continue growing 

academically and personally. 

 

c. Benefits for Society through a Generation with a Moderate Understanding of Differences 

Religious moderation education has a far-reaching positive impact, not only within the school 

environment but also in society at large. Students equipped with tolerance and moderation values from 

an early age will grow into individuals who support harmony in diversity. They will be better prepared 

to face societal challenges and actively contribute to creating a peaceful and harmonious 

environment.(Zulkarnain and Azis 2024)  

A generation educated in the spirit of religious moderation will become agents of change, capable 

of promoting interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural cooperation in the future, helping to reduce 

potential conflicts arising from differences. Instilling tolerance values at the elementary school level 

significantly impacts the wider community. A generation that grows up with a moderate 

understanding of differences will be more prepared to engage in diverse environments, reduce the 

potential for social conflict, and enhance harmony in interactions among citizens.(Ainah and Iderus 

2023) They will become change agents who advocate for diversity and inclusivity across various 

sectors, including workplaces, social environments, and other institutions. As a result, society will have 

more individuals capable of bridging differences, making fair decisions, and supporting peace and 

harmony.  

4. CONCLUSION  

In a multicultural environment like Indonesia, instilling these values at the elementary education 

level significantly impacts students' attitudes toward social and religious diversity in the future. This 

research shows that teachers play a crucial role as role models in introducing moderate attitudes, 

supported by extracurricular activities promoting interaction among students from diverse 

backgrounds and integrating religious moderation values in the curriculum. An inclusive school 

environment also plays a significant role in creating a peaceful learning atmosphere where students 

feel valued and are free to express themselves without fear of discrimination. 

The implications of this study emphasize the importance of collaboration between schools, 

parents, and communities in supporting the continuous education of religious moderation. This 

collaboration should be realized through active parental involvement in discussing tolerance values at 

home and the community's role in creating a socially supportive environment for diversity. 
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Furthermore, developing school policies that encourage open dialogue on diversity and activities that 

facilitate interaction among students from different religious backgrounds is also a crucial 

recommendation. 
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