
EDUKASIA: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Pembelajaran 
Vol. 4, 2 (December, 2023), pp. 1877-1884 

ISSN: 2721-1150 EISSN: 2721-1169 

  http://jurnaledukasia.org 

Harmonizing Faith and Inclusion: Integrating Religious Values in 

Inclusive Education 

Dian Arief Pradana1, Mahfud Mahfud2, Hary Priyanto3 

1 Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Banyuwangi, Indonesia; dianarief@untag-banyuwangi.ac.id  
2 Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Banyuwangi, Indonesia; mahfud@untag-banyuwangi.ac.id   
3 Universitas 17 Agustus 1945 Banyuwangi, Indonesia; harypr@untag-banyuwangi.ac.id   

 

ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT 
Keywords: 

Inclusive Education; 

Religious Literature; 

Values; 

Diversity; 

Implementation 

 

 

 Inclusive education, an educational concept that promotes 

equality and participation of all individuals, is gaining 

increasing attention in a diverse global era. This article explores 

inclusive education from the perspective of religious literature, 

analyzing how the values and teachings of various religions can 

shape education that is inclusive, accepting, and respectful of 

differences. Through library research methods, this article 

collects views from Islamic, Christian, Hindu, Buddhist, Jewish 

and traditional religious literature. The results of the study 

show that the concept of inclusive education can be found in 

universal values such as compassion, justice and brotherhood 

found in religious literature. These teachings offer a strong 

foundation for developing a learning environment that 

embraces diversity, builds student character, and promotes 

interfaith understanding. However, challenges in integrating 

religious values in educational practices are also found, 

including diverse interpretations and contextual adaptations. 

This article suggests steps towards implementing inclusive 

education based on religious values, including developing 

learning materials, training educators, collaborating with 

religious communities, and developing interfaith dialogue. 

Although complex, the application of this concept has the 

potential to shape a more inclusive and sustainable educational 

environment, building a society that values diversity and 

equality. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Inclusive education is an educational paradigm that carries the principles of equality, acceptance 

and participation for all individuals, regardless of background, abilities or other differences. This 

paradigm aims to create an inclusive learning environment, where every student has the same 

opportunity to develop their potential optimally. In this context, religious literature has become a 
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relevant point of view and has an important contribution in understanding and implementing the 

principles of inclusive education. 

Religious literature includes various sacred texts, teachings, and spiritual understandings that 

have been passed down by various religious traditions. The presence of religious literature provides a 

new dimension in thinking about inclusive education. The values of humanity, compassion, tolerance 

and respect for diversity which are often included in religious literature can be integrated into an 

inclusive education approach. By referring to religious literature, educators can develop learning 

strategies that promote inclusiveness and build a safe and supportive learning environment for all 

students. 

Inclusive education seeks to overcome the obstacles that often arise in conventional education, 

where students with special needs or different backgrounds are often ignored or given unequal 

treatment. In the perspective of religious literature, values such as justice, empathy, and concern for 

weak and vulnerable individuals become important foundations in shaping attitudes and actions in the 

context of education. 

Not only that, religious literature can also provide concrete examples of how religious figures in 

various stories and teachings provide care and guidance to individuals who experience difficulties or 

differences. This is an inspiring model for educators and related parties in developing approaches that 

support each individual in the educational environment. 

However, the interpretation of religious literature is also subject to debate and variation. Sacred 

texts often contain messages that can be interpreted in multiple ways, and it is possible that multiple 

interpretations could hinder the goal of inclusion. Therefore, this article will also review how religious 

literature can be misinterpreted or used to support discriminatory or exclusive views. 

In the context of inclusive education, it is important to understand that religious literature must 

not be understood fragmentarily and selectively, but must be integrated with contextual understanding 

and the evolution of the times. This article will discuss how religious literature can be seen as a source 

of inspiration that continues to develop in line with the development of an increasingly inclusive 

society. 

In conclusion, inclusive education from the perspective of religious literature opens opportunities 

to build an educational environment that is more just, friendly, and supports the growth of all 

individuals. By embracing the universal values embodied in various religious traditions, we can steer 

education in a more inclusive direction, bridge gaps, and create a world where every individual is 

valued and given equal opportunities to develop. 

Furthermore, the implementation of the concept of inclusive education based on the perspective 

of religious literature requires close collaboration between various stakeholders, including educators, 

parents, government, educational institutions and religious communities. In this case, religious 

literature can be a basis for building mutual understanding and commitment in realizing inclusive 

education. 

There are several practical steps that can be taken from the perspective of religious literature to 

encourage inclusive education: 

1. Human Values Education:Religious literature teaches universal values such as love, empathy and 

mutual respect. An inclusive education approach can bring these values into the curriculum, 

creating an environment focused on building character and integrity. 

2. Educator Training:Educators can be given training regarding an in-depth understanding of 

religious teachings and how these values can be applied in inclusive education practices. 

3. Learning Material Development:Learning materials can be integrated with stories and examples 

from religious literature that show inclusivity and acceptance of differences. 

4. Institutional Commitment:Educational institutions can adopt inclusive policies that encourage the 

participation and involvement of all students without discrimination. Religious literature can be 

used as a reference in compiling guidelines and regulations. 
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5. Overcoming Stereotypes and Prejudice:Religious literature can be used to overcome stereotypes and 

prejudice against certain groups. Inclusive education must focus on a deep understanding of 

diversity and respect for the values held by these individuals. 

6. Parent and Community Involvement:Religious communities can play a role in supporting inclusive 

education by taking inspiration from religious teachings in promoting equality and acceptance. 

7. Advocacy and Community Awareness:Religious literature can also be a tool in advocating and 

raising public awareness about the importance of inclusive education. Discussions and lectures 

based on religious teachings can build wider support. 

In conclusion, inclusive education from the perspective of religious literature inspires us to build 

a world of education that is inclusive, just and prosperous for all individuals. By embracing the 

universal values and directions in religious literature, we can overcome barriers and create a learning 

environment that stimulates holistic growth and development for each student. Implementation of this 

concept requires strong collaboration and commitment to create a more inclusive and sustainable 

educational future. 

This journal article will explain how religious literature, from various religious traditions, provides 

guidance and views on the importance of inclusive education. Through an in-depth literature review, 

this article will explore the values, principles, and examples in sacred texts that support the concept of 

inclusive education. In addition, this article will also explore the challenges and contradictions that may 

arise between interpretations of religious literature and inclusive education practices in the real world. 

By combining the perspective of religious literature with an inclusive education approach, it is 

hoped that this article can provide deeper insights into how inclusive education policies and practices 

can be implemented effectively. By understanding the spiritual foundations and values contained in 

religious literature, educators and educational practitioners can create a learning environment that does 

not only focus on academic aspects, but also on character development and mutual respect, thus 

realizing the vision of inclusive education more comprehensively. 

2. METHOD 

In this article, the research approach used is the library research method. The library research 

method is an approach taken by collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing information that already exists 

in the literature, such as books, journal articles, conference papers, and online sources related to the 

research topic. This approach allows researchers to formulate a comprehensive view based on critical 

analysis of relevant works. 

Steps to the Library Research Method: 

1. Research Topic Identification:The first step is to identify the research topic clearly and specifically. 

In this case, the chosen topic is "inclusive education from the perspective of religious literature." 

2. Literature Search:Researchers conducted literature searches through various sources, such as 

scientific journal databases, university libraries, and online repositories. Relevant keywords such as 

“inclusive education,” “religious literature,” “religious education and values,” were used to identify 

appropriate literature. 

3. Literature Selection:After the relevant literature is found, the researcher selects it based on certain 

criteria, such as relevance to the topic, reliability of sources, and depth of analysis. The selected 

literature will be used as a basis for developing arguments in the article. 

4. Literature Analysis:Researchers analyzed the contents of the literature carefully. Information related 

to inclusive education, religious values related to inclusivity, examples from religious literature that 

support the concept of inclusion, and challenges in integrating religious literature into inclusive 

educational practices are identified and critically analyzed. 

5. Synthesis and Writing:Based on the results of the literature analysis, the researcher carries out a 

synthesis to assemble the main ideas that will be developed in the article. Views from various 

literatures are combined to form a strong and informed argument. 
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6. Quotations and References:During writing, all sources used are properly cited and referred to in the 

reference list. This is important to give credit to the original author and ensure the accuracy of the 

information. 

Using the library research method, this article will present a comprehensive view of the 

relationship between inclusive education and the perspective of religious literature based on an in-

depth analysis of the existing literature. 

3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

In a study of inclusive education of various religions, it was found that religious literature has 

great potential to be a guide in building inclusive education that promotes equality, acceptance and 

respect for diversity. Various religions have values and teachings that can be applied effectively in the 

context of inclusive education. The following are some important findings from this study: 

1. Islam 

In Islamic literature, the concept of ukhuwah (brotherhood) is an important basis for building an 

inclusive society. Education in Islam is emphasized for all individuals, regardless of social, economic 

or hereditary status. The principles of equality and fairness in education are reflected in the teachings 

of this religion. 

2. Christian 

Christian literature emphasizes the values of love and concern for others as the basis for inclusive 

education. The view that every individual is God's creation and has equal value before Him, encourages 

inclusive educational practices and respects diversity. 

3. Hindus 

In Hindu literature, the concepts of karma and dharma emphasize individual responsibility to 

society at large. Inclusive educational practices in the Hindu context include the development of 

character and ethics, which play a key role in creating an inclusive learning environment. 

4. Buddha 

Buddhist literature highlights the importance of wisdom, compassion and personal development. 

The concept of karma in Buddhism underscores the effect our actions have on ourselves and others. 

Inclusive education in the Buddhist view will pay special attention to the spiritual and moral 

development of students. 

5. Jews 

The values of Tikkun Olam (better of the world) in Jewish literature demonstrate a commitment 

to social betterment and the empowerment of all individuals. An inclusive education approach from a 

Jewish perspective encourages learning that fosters interreligious understanding and respect for 

differences. 

6. Traditional Beliefs 

Many traditional beliefs also promote inclusiveness through values such as balance, harmony with 

nature, and a sense of interdependence. This literature of various faiths presents views on how 

education can build close relationships between individuals and communities. 

 

Meeting Between Inclusive Education and Religious Literature 

When these values and teachings from various religions are integrated into an inclusive education 

approach, the result is a learning environment that respects differences, builds a deep understanding 

of diversity, and encourages students' holistic growth. However, in implementing this concept, it is 

important to maintain a balance between correct interpretation and contextual understanding of 

religious teachings. 

It is also important to recognize that there are variations in religious views and interpretations 

among different believers. Therefore, efforts to integrate religious values into inclusive education must 

be based on careful research and open interfaith dialogue. 
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In conclusion, the study of inclusive education from various religions shows the great potential of 

religious literature in shaping inclusive and inspiring education. Utilizing the universal values shared 

by various religions, inclusive education can create a world of education that accepts, understands and 

encourages the growth of all individuals regardless of differences. 

 

Implications and Implementation Challenges 

Integrating religious values into inclusive education has major implications for curriculum 

development, educator training, and the learning environment. Some of the emerging implications 

include: 

1. Character building 

Religious literature can be used to shape students' character by focusing on universal values such 

as empathy, compassion, and integrity. 

2. Overcoming Prejudice 

An inclusive approach based on religious literature can help overcome prejudice and 

discrimination in society. 

3. Holistic Learning 

The integration of religious values enables holistic education that includes academic, moral and 

spiritual aspects. 

However, in implementing this concept, several challenges also need to be considered: 

1. Various Interpretations 

Interpretations of religious values can vary among adherents. This requires a careful approach so 

that these values are not misinterpreted or used for certain purposes. 

2. Synchronization with Curriculum 

Integrating religious values into the existing curriculum can pose challenges in identifying 

appropriate points for this integration. 

3. Awareness and Training 

Educators need to have a deep understanding of religious values and how to integrate them in 

educational practice. Proper training is required. 

4. Community Involvement 

Involving the religious community in this effort is key. Challenges may arise from different views 

within the community. 

 

Inclusive education from the perspective of religious literature offers a rich and in-depth view of 

how to create inclusive and sustainable learning environments. By referring to religious values that 

teach compassion, justice and brotherhood, inclusive education can overcome limitations and form a 

more tolerant and open generation. However, implementation needs to be done wisely and respect the 

diversity of religious interpretations and be able to overcome challenges that may arise. With a strong 

commitment and an approach based on deep understanding, inclusive education based on religious 

literature has the potential to change the educational paradigm to be more inclusive and resilient. 

 

Recommendations and Future Directions 

The various potentials revealed from the study of inclusive education based on the perspective of 

religious literature inspire them to take concrete steps towards wider implementation. Some of the 

recommendations and future directions that can be taken are: 

1. Development of Integrated Learning Materials 

Educational institutions can work with religious experts to develop learning materials that 

integrate religious values into the curriculum. This will help students understand and internalize 

inclusive teachings from an early age. 
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2. Educator Training 

Training programs for educators need to be structured so that they can understand deeply relevant 

religious values and how to apply them in inclusive education practices. 

3. Collaboration with Religious Communities 

Educational institutions can establish partnerships with religious communities to design 

extracurricular activities, seminars or workshops that support inclusive education. 

4. Further Research 

Further research can be conducted to explore more deeply about how religious values are 

interpreted and applied in inclusive education practices in various contexts and cultures. 

5. Advocacy and Awareness Raising 

The education and religious communities can jointly advocate for the importance of inclusive 

education based on religious values on a wider scale. This can be done through seminars, conferences 

and social campaigns. 

6. Comparative Studies of Religion 

Studies that compare views on inclusive education from various religions can open insights into 

similarities and differences, as well as produce general principles that can be applied. 

By taking these steps, inclusive education based on religious literature can become more tangible 

and materialized in an educational environment that promotes holistic development and equality. In 

an era that is increasingly global and diverse, the values embodied in religious literature have great 

potential to shape the future of education that is more inclusive, full of tolerance and mutual respect. 

 

In addition to the recommendations and future directions previously mentioned, there are several 

important aspects that need to be expanded upon in the discussion of inclusive education based on the 

perspective of religious literature: 

1. Concrete Challenge Solutions 

In the practical context, there will be concrete challenges that need to be solved when integrating 

religious values into inclusive education. For example, how to apply these principles in classroom 

settings with students with special needs or in addressing religious differences that exist among 

students. 

2. Interreligious Dialogue and Tolerance 

Although religious values can provide a strong basis for inclusive education, it needs to be 

acknowledged that the world of religion can also be a source of conflict. Therefore, it is important to 

encourage open interfaith dialogue and promote tolerance among students. 

3. Contextual Adaptation 

Every culture and society has different interpretations and contexts regarding religious values. 

Therefore, in designing inclusive education approaches, it is important to consider appropriate 

adaptations to the local context. 

4. Understanding of Religious Diversity 

Educators and students should be encouraged to understand the diversity of religious beliefs that 

exist in their environment. This will help avoid misunderstandings and conflicts that may arise. 

5. Importance of Evaluation and Monitoring 

The implementation of inclusive education based on religious values needs to be followed by 

regular evaluation and monitoring. This will help identify successes, changes required, and impact 

achieved. 

 

Voice Multiple Perspectives 

It is important to recognize that interpretations of religious literature can vary even within a single 

religion. Therefore, in discussion and implementation, it is important to provide space for various 

religious views and understandings. 
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Driving Educational Innovation 

An inclusive education approach based on religious values can trigger innovation in teaching and 

assessment methods. For example, developing a collaborative learning model that emphasizes 

cooperation and respect. 

 

Interfield Collaboration 

Inclusive education based on religious values requires collaboration between education and 

religious institutions. The success of this approach will depend largely on effective collaboration. 

Inclusive education based on the perspective of religious literature is a significant step towards a 

world of education that is more inclusive, fair and connected to human values. Despite its challenges 

and complexity, the implementation of inclusive education that is rooted in religious values has the 

potential to change educational views and practices towards a direction that is more respectful of each 

individual. With support from educators, religious communities, and other stakeholders, this goal can 

become a reality that has a positive impact in creating a more inclusive and harmonious society. 

4. CONCLUSION 

In an increasingly diverse global era, inclusive education is more important than ever. The 

perspective of religious literature opens a valuable window in developing inclusive education that is 

based on human values, acceptance and respect for differences. This study has revealed how various 

religions have relevant teachings and universal values that can be the basis for creating an inclusive 

learning environment. 

Through wise interpretation and contextual understanding of religious values, inclusive education 

can have a positive impact on the development of students' character, empathy and tolerance. 

However, implementation needs to pay attention to challenges in adaptation, diverse understanding, 

and encourage interfaith dialogue and tolerance. 

Inclusive education based on religious values does present complexity, but it also provides great 

opportunities to form an inclusive, just and harmonious society. It is important for all parties, from 

educators to religious leaders, to work together to actualize this vision. By doing so, we can build an 

educational future that produces not only academics, but also global citizens who respect and embrace 

diversity as an invaluable wealth.  
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